
08 — The demand on the reader

At the end of this paper, the instrument lies on the table. You have seen three dossiers in which 
press and policy elevate second- and third-order factors to the first. You have seen three people 
who, in an inverted world, nonetheless held their compass steady. You have seen four diagrams 
that show in a single glance what a text needs twenty minutes to explain.

I ask nothing of you. No membership, no donation, no petition, no demonstration. Het Open 
Vizier is free and will remain so. What I ask of you is something only you can do.

Read tomorrow’s newspaper with this instrument in hand. Write in the margin which order is 
being sold as which. Do this for every article that contains numbers, for every article in which 
an actor is identified as responsible, for every article from which a conclusion is drawn. Ask 
yourself: has the dominant factor been named? Is this actor’s contribution genuinely first 
order, or has he been promoted to the first order by framing? Which factors are missing that 
would, by physics or by statistics, rank higher?

Do that for a week. Perhaps two weeks. After that, your relationship with your newspaper will 
have changed. You are no longer a consumer; you have become a reader. A reader who 
recognises ranking.

This is what a paper industry can least withstand. Not protest, not angry letters, not petitions. A 
reader who calculates. A reader who has recovered the ranking instinct that our grandparents 
possessed and we have discarded.

You are that instrument. I have only placed it in your hands.

Jacobus van Merksteijn Calvià, July 2026
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